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Disclosed are various embodiments for management of third-
party accounts for users in an organization. It is determined
whether a user in an organization is to be provided with
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be managed for the user with the third-party network site in
response when the user is to be provided with managed access
to the third-party network site. A security credential is stored
for the managed account. A client computing device associ-
ated with the user is configured to authenticate with the third-
party network site using the security credential. The user may
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1
UNIFIED MANAGEMENT OF THIRD-PARTY
ACCOUNTS

BACKGROUND

Enterprise users sometimes need access to third-party ser-
vices in order to perform their jobs. Such services may
include, for example, marketing management services, sales
management services, social networking services, file shar-
ing services, research services, and so on. Users who need
access to such services may personally create accounts for
work use. A given user may utilize several third-party
accounts for work use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Many aspects of the present disclosure can be better under-
stood with reference to the following drawings. The compo-
nents in the drawings are not necessarily to scale, with
emphasis instead being placed upon clearly illustrating the
principles of the disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts throughout
the several views.

FIGS. 1A and 1B are drawings of networked environments
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are drawings of example user interfaces
rendered by a client in the networked environment of FIG. 1A
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3A is a flowchart illustrating one example of func-
tionality implemented as portions of an authentication client
executed in a client in the networked environment of FIG. 1A
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3B is a flowchart illustrating one example of func-
tionality implemented as portions of an authentication man-
agement service executed in a computing environment in the
networked environment of FIG. 1A according to various
embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4A is a flowchart illustrating one example of func-
tionality implemented as portions of a proxy server applica-
tion executed in a computing environment in the networked
environment of FIG. 1B according to various embodiments of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 4B is a flowchart illustrating one example of func-
tionality implemented as portions of an authentication client
executed in a client in the networked environment of FIG. 1B
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram that provides one
example illustration of a computing environment employed
in the networked environment of FIG. 1A according to vari-
ous embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure relates to unified management of
third-party accounts for users in an organization. Users in an
organization may need access to one or more third-party
services in order to perform their functions relating to the
organization. In some cases, the users may manually create
accounts with such services. In other cases, information tech-
nology (IT) staff for the organization may manually create the
accounts for the users, or the IT staff may provide users with
security credentials for preexisting accounts. Manual man-
agement of such accounts quickly becomes cumbersome for
large organizations. When a user is no longer associated with
the organization, it may be difficult for the IT staff to gain
access to the account or to deny the departing user access to
the account. Moreover, it may be a headache for the users to
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keep up with the various third-party accounts that they use
during the course of performing their functions.

Various embodiments of the present disclosure facilitate
automated management of third-party accounts within an
organization. Account creation, security credential creation
and rotation, authentication, and/or other functions may be
centrally managed. Additionally, account management func-
tions may be linked to organizational changes. For example,
a new account may automatically be created for a new user,
and an existing account may be automatically deactivated for
a departing user. Such management of the accounts may be
transparent with respect to the third-party provider of the
accounts, as such accounts may appear to the third-party
provider to be ordinary user accounts. In other words, various
embodiments facilitate federation of organizational creden-
tials without third-party sites knowing the organizational cre-
dentials or otherwise being specially configured to participate
in the federation.

In some embodiments, restrictions may be enforced on
managed third-party accounts through the use of a proxy
server. The proxy server may inspect the network traffic per-
taining to the third-party account to ensure that the usage of
the third-party account meets organizational guidelines.
Remote usage of the third-party account (e.g., home or
mobile use) may be routed through the proxy server by a
client even when the client is not connected to the internal
network of the organization. In one embodiment, the inspec-
tion functionality of the proxy server may be implemented
within the client. In the following discussion, a general
description of the system and its components is provided,
followed by a discussion of the operation of the same.

With reference to FIG. 1A, shown is a networked environ-
ment 100a according to various embodiments. The net-
worked environment 100a includes a authentication manage-
ment computing environment 103, one or more computing
environments 106, and one or more clients 109 in data com-
munication via a network 112. The network 112 includes, for
example, the Internet, intranets, extranets, wide area net-
works (WANS), local area networks (LLANs), wired networks,
wireless networks, or other suitable networks, etc., or any
combination of two or more such networks.

The authentication management computing environment
103 may comprise, for example, a server computer or any
other system providing computing capability. Alternatively,
the authentication management computing environment 103
may employ a plurality of computing devices that are
arranged, for example, in one or more server banks or com-
puter banks or other arrangements. Such computing devices
may be located in a single installation or may be distributed
among many different geographical locations. For example,
the authentication management computing environment 103
may include a plurality of computing devices that together
may comprise a cloud computing resource, a grid computing
resource, and/or any other distributed computing arrange-
ment. In some cases, the authentication management comput-
ing environment 103 may correspond to an elastic computing
resource where the allotted capacity of processing, network,
storage, or other computing-related resources may vary over
time.

Various applications and/or other functionality may be
executed in the authentication management computing envi-
ronment 103 according to various embodiments. Also, vari-
ous data is stored in a data store 115 that is accessible to the
authentication management computing environment 103.
The data store 115 may be representative of a plurality of data
stores 115 as can be appreciated. The data stored in the data
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store 115, for example, is associated with the operation of the
various applications and/or functional entities described
below.

The components executed on the authentication manage-
ment computing environment 103, for example, may include
an authentication management service 118, a proxy server
application 121, and other applications, services, processes,
systems, engines, or functionality not discussed in detail
herein. The authentication management service 118 is
executed to provide unified management of third-party net-
work site accounts for users in an organization. To this end,
the authentication management service 118 may create
accounts for users with third-party network sites, rotate secu-
rity credentials for such accounts, disable and/or reassign
accounts, facilitate authentication of clients 109 with the
third-party network sites, and/or perform other functions.

In some embodiments, the proxy server application 121 is
configured to receive network site resource requests from
clients 109 via the network 112, make proxied network site
requests on behalf of the clients 109, and then return resulting
resources from the network sites to the clients 109. The proxy
server application 121 may be configured to inspect the net-
work traffic between the clients 109 and the third-party net-
work sites for compliance with various rules. For example, a
rule may specify that if an account is designated for personal
use, work-related data is not permitted to be sent to the third-
party network site. Conversely, a rule may specify that if an
account is designated for work use, personal data is not per-
mitted to be sent to the third-party network site. The clients
109 may be configured in some embodiments to enforce
usage of the proxy server application 121 in order for the user
to gain access to the managed third-party account.

The data stored in the data store 115 includes, for example,
organizational user data 124, third-party account data 127,
third-party account rules 130, and potentially other data. The
organizational user data 124 includes various data regarding
users in an organization. The organization may correspond to
an enterprise, governmental entity, non-profit entity, coopera-
tive, and/or any other organization. Such users may be
employees, contractors, members, directors, owners, and/or
other type of users who have roles within the organization.
The organizational user data 124 may include data such as
definitions of third-party accounts for which a particular user
role or a particular user is to be granted access. Such accounts
may be free or paid accounts. In this regard, the organizational
user data 124 may define third-party accounts for which the
organization is willing to pay for access to particular users.
The organizational user data 124 may define a status for each
user, which may indicate, for example, that the user is active,
inactive, terminated, in good standing, not in good standing,
and/or subject to another classification.

The third-party account data 127 includes various data
regarding third-party accounts managed by the authentication
management service 118. For example, the third-party
account data 127 may include usernames 133, security cre-
dentials 136, cookies 139, and/or other data that may be
employed for clients 109 to authenticate with a network site
corresponding to the third-party account. The security cre-
dentials 136 may include passwords, numerical codes,
answers to knowledge-based questions, encryption keys,
OAuth tokens, and/or other data that may be employed for
authentication of a third-party account. The cookies 139 may
be served up by the third-party sites for session tracking.

The third-party account rules 130 include various rules that
configure the operation of the authentication management
service 118 with respect to third-party accounts. In this
regard, the third-party account rules 130 may configure how
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the authentication management service 118 interacts with a
particular third-party network site. Various third-party
account rules 130 may configure how authentication is per-
formed, how accounts are created, how accounts are disabled,
how security credentials 136 are rotated and/or generated,
how usernames 133 are generated, and/or other configuration
parameters. In some embodiments, the third-party account
rules 130 may include rules regarding the types of network
traffic that are permissible for the specific third-party account
and user. Further, the third-party account rules 130 may con-
figure whether the user is permitted to utilize the third-party
account when the network traffic between the client 109 of the
user and the third-party network site is not capable of inspec-
tion by the proxy server application 121.

Each service provider computing environment 106 may
comprise, for example, a server computer or any other system
providing computing capability. Alternatively, the service
provider computing environment 106 may employ a plurality
of computing devices that are arranged, for example, in one or
more server banks or computer banks or other arrangements.
Such computing devices may be located in a single installa-
tion or may be distributed among many different geographi-
cal locations. For example, the service provider computing
environment 106 may include a plurality of computing
devices that together may comprise a cloud computing
resource, a grid computing resource, and/or any other distrib-
uted computing arrangement. In some cases, the service pro-
vider computing environment 106 may correspond to an elas-
tic computing resource where the allotted capacity of
processing, network, storage, or other computing-related
resources may vary over time.

Various applications and/or other functionality may be
executed in the service provider computing environment 106
according to various embodiments. Also, various data is
stored in a data store 142 that is accessible to the service
provider computing environment 106. The data store 142 may
be representative of a plurality of data stores 142 as can be
appreciated. The data stored in the data store 142, for
example, is associated with the operation of the various appli-
cations and/or functional entities described below.

The components executed on the service provider comput-
ing environment 106, for example, include a network content
server 145, an authentication service 148, and other applica-
tions, services, processes, systems, engines, or functionality
not discussed in detail herein. The network content server 145
is executed to serve up network content 151 for one or more
third-party network sites 154. To this end, the network con-
tent server 145 may utilize protocols such as hypertext trans-
fer protocol (HTTP), simple object access protocol (SOAP),
representational state transfer (REST), and/or other proto-
cols. In one embodiment, the network content server 145
comprises a commercially available HTTP server such as, for
example, Apache® HTTP Server, Apache® Tomcat®,
Microsoft® Internet Information Services (I1IS), and/or other
servers.

The authentication service 148 may facilitate account cre-
ation and/or authentication via an account creation endpoint
157 and/or an authentication endpoint 160. The account cre-
ation endpoint 157 and/or authentication endpoint 160 may
utilize an application programming interface (API) for
account creation and/or authentication. As a non-limiting
example, the authentication service 148 may include web
service APIs to perform such account creation and/or authen-
tication.

The data stored in the data store 142 includes, for example,
network content 151, site account data 163, and potentially
other data. The network content 151 may include text, code,



US 9,225,704 B1

5

templates, hypertext markup language (HTML), extensible
markup language (XML), cascading style sheets (CSS),
images, audio, video, animations, and/or other data served up
via a third-party network site 154. The site account data 163
may include usernames, security credentials, session identi-
fiers, profile data, preferences, and/or other data associated
with user accounts configured for the third-party network
sites 154.

The client 109 is representative of a plurality of client
devices that may be coupled to the network 112. The client
109 may comprise, for example, a processor-based system
such as a computer system. Such a computer system may be
embodied in the form of a desktop computer, a laptop com-
puter, personal digital assistants, cellular telephones, smart-
phones, set-top boxes, music players, web pads, tablet com-
puter systems, game consoles, electronic book readers, or
other devices with like capability. The client 109 may include
a display 166. The display 166 may comprise, for example,
one or more devices such as liquid crystal display (LCD)
displays, gas plasma-based flat panel displays, organic light
emitting diode (OLED) displays, electrophoretic ink (E ink)
displays, LCD projectors, or other types of display devices,
etc.

The client 109 may be configured to execute various appli-
cations such as a browser 169, an authentication client 172,
and/or other applications. The browser 169 may be executed
in a client 109, for example, to access network content 151
served up by the service provider computing environment
106 and/or other servers, thereby rendering a user interface
175 on the display 166. The user interface 175 may corre-
spond to a network page, amobile application screen, etc. The
authentication client 172 is executed to facilitate authentica-
tion and/or account creation for third-party accounts via the
browser 169. In one embodiment, the authentication client
172 corresponds to a plug-in for the browser 169. The user
interface 175 may include portions generated by the authen-
tication client 172. The client 109 may be configured to
execute applications beyond the browser 169 and the authen-
tication client 172 such as, for example, mobile applications,
email applications, social networking applications, and/or
other applications.

Next, a general description of the operation of the various
components of the networked environment 100q is provided.
To begin, the authentication client 172 is deployed on the
clients 109 belonging to or otherwise used within an organi-
zation. Users are created for the organization, thereby pro-
ducing organizational user data 124. Administrators may con-
figure various third-party account rules 130 pertaining to the
use of third-party accounts by users in the organization. For
example, the third-party account rules 130 may indicate that
a certain user or user role should have access to a particular
third-party network site 154 in order to perform activities
related to the organization. The third-party account rules 130
may indicate whether the organization is to pay for access to
aparticular third-party network site 154 by a particular user or
group of users.

Users at the client 109 authenticate with the authentication
management service 118. To this end, a user may supply a
username and password for a user identity associated with the
organization and defined within the organizational user data
124. Through this authentication, the user may be granted
access to various resources within the organization, e.g.,
access to intranet sites, file servers, email accounts, operating
system accounts, and/or other secured resources managed by
the organization. In one embodiment, the authentication of
the user may be performed by way of Kerberos.
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After authentication, the user may use the browser 169 to
access various third-party network sites 154 served within the
service provider computing environment 106. The service
provider computing environment 106 is operated by a third
party who does not correspond to the organization. For
example, the third party may employ a separate identity sys-
tem that is different from the identity system of the organiza-
tion. Some of the third-party network sites 154 may include
secured resources for which a third-party account is used to
provide access. Such third-party accounts may be pre-created
by the authentication management service 118 before cre-
ation of the user or in response to creation of the user for the
organization. Alternatively, such third-party accounts may be
created in response to a user request, in response to determin-
ing that the organization is willing to pay (or is paying) for
access, and/or in response to other factors.

The user may be prompted to confirm whether access to the
third-party network site 154 is for personal use or organiza-
tion-related use. It may be the case that personal use is disal-
lowed. In another case, personal use may be allowed, with
such third-party accounts not being managed by the authen-
tication management service 118. In still another case, per-
sonal use may be allowed, with accounts being managed by
the authentication management service 118.

If an existing account is not available, a new third-party
account may be automatically generated, or an existing user-
managed third-party account may be brought into the system
for management by the authentication management service
118. Third-party accounts may be created by way of an
account creation endpoint 157 or by form filling on a form
presented in network content 151. In creating a new account,
the authentication management service 118 and/or the
authentication client 172 may be configured to automatically
generate the username 133 and/or the security credential 136.
In this regard, the security credential 136 may be automati-
cally generated according to a security credential specifica-
tion for the third-party network site 154 to ensure that a
security credential meeting length, character set, and/or other
requirements are met. As part of such account creation, pay-
ment instruments of the organization (e.g., credit cards, lines
of credit, checking accounts, etc.) may be automatically con-
figured for use on a third-party account that is for organiza-
tion-related purposes.

If an existing user-managed account is to become centrally
managed, the user may be prompted to provide a username
133, a security credential 136, and/or other data to facilitate
transitioning the account to central management. The authen-
tication client 172 may be employed to render user interfaces
175 to obtain selection of organization-related or personal
use, to obtain information for existing accounts, and/or other
information. Where a user-managed account is imported, the
authentication management service 118 may be configured to
rotate the security credentials 136 for the account upon the
importing to assert ownership over the account.

After a third-party account has been created or imported,
the client 109 may authenticate with the third-party network
site 154, for example, in response to the user accessing a
uniform resource locator (URL) associated with a secured
resource. The authentication client 172, as configured by the
third-party account rules 130, obtains third-party account
data 127 from the authentication management service 118.
The authentication client 172 then may facilitate authentica-
tion by filling out a log-in form or by initiating a request
directed to the authentication endpoint 160.

The authentication client 172 and/or the browser 169 may
be configured to make the usernames 133 and/or the security
credentials 136 inaccessible by a user at the client 109. For
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example, the client 109 may be configured to have no user
interface for viewing or retrieving the usernames 133 and/or
security credentials 136. In some cases, the usernames 133
and/or security credentials 136 may be scrambled while
stored in client 109. Where usernames 133 and/or security
credentials 136 are filled in within a form in the client 109, the
authentication client 172 and/or the browser 169 may be
configured to prevent the user from gaining access to the form
or interfering with the form-filling process. As a result of the
inaccessibility, the user may never know the username 133
and/or the security credential 136 for a particular third-party
network site 154. Because the username 133 and/or the secu-
rity credential 136 are not disclosed to the users, the username
133 and/or the security credential 136 are protected from
usage or theft by former employees.

The authentication management service 118 and/or the
authentication client 172 may configure the third-party net-
work site 154 such that any security credential reset requests
are directed to a managed channel of communication and not
to a user-accessible channel of communication. For example,
a third-party network site 154 may be configured to send
password reset emails only to an email account managed by
the authentication management service 118. In this way, the
user does not have the ability to obtain reset tokens or new
passwords from the password reset emails. In addition to
emails, managed channels of communication may include
text messages, phone calls, and/or other channels of commu-
nication.

The authentication management service 118 and/or the
authentication client 172 may be configured to rotate, or
change, the security credentials 136 periodically or in
response to the occurrence of some event. As a non-limiting
example, the security credentials 136 may be rotated once a
month on a designated day. As another non-limiting example,
the security credentials 136 may be rotated upon being
imported into the system. As still another non-limiting
example, the security credentials 136 may be rotated upon
departure of the user from the organization and reassignment
of the corresponding third-party account(s) to another user.

In some cases, a particular third-party account may be
associated with multiple users. As a non-limiting example, an
account may be created with a file sharing network site, and
an organization may wish to grant access to the account for
two or more users. The users have the same role in the orga-
nization and/or may collaborate via the use of the same
account. In some cases, multiple users may be associated with
the same third-party account to avoid duplication of fees paid
to the third-party network site 154. The authentication man-
agement service 118 may manage use of the account to avoid
or otherwise manage concurrent use.

Authentication management functionality may be located
to varying degrees in the authentication management service
118 (server-side) or in the authentication client 172 (client-
side) in various embodiments. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the authentication management service 118 may per-
form account creation, security credential rotation, and/or
other functions. In another embodiment, the authentication
client 172 may perform the account creation, the security
credential rotation, and/or the other functions. Because a user
may utilize multiple clients 109 within an organization, the
third-party account data 127 may be maintained in a central-
ized data store 115 in the authentication management com-
puting environment 103 and then pushed as needed to a client
109 at which the user is logged in. Alternatively, the third-
party account data 127 for a user may remain resident in a
client 109 that is associated with the user.
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The authentication management service 118 may be con-
figured to push the third-party account rules 130 to the
authentication client 172. Alternatively, the authentication
client 172 may request various third-party account rules 130
on an as-needed basis, e.g., the authentication client 172 may
request third-party account rules 130 specific to a particular
third-party network site 154 when the particular third-party
network site 154 is visited.

In some embodiments, a proxy server application 121 may
be utilized to perform functions otherwise performed by the
authentication client 172. In such embodiments, the client
109 may include a proxy client application or other applica-
tion in order to maintain state for the proxy server application
121. For example, in embodiments employing a proxy server
application 121, when an authenticated user at a client 109
accesses a third-party network site 154 via the proxy server
application 121, the proxy server application 121 may trans-
parently handle account creation and/or authentication func-
tions. In other words, when the proxy server application 121
transparently handles these functions, the process of account
creation and/or authentication is handled within the proxy
server application 121 on behalf of the client 109, and the
account creation and/or authentication interfaces of third-
party network site 154 may be hidden from the client 109.

In some embodiments, the proxy server application 121
and/or the authentication management service 118 may per-
form authentication with the third-party network site 154
within the authentication management computing environ-
ment 103 on behalf of an authenticated user at a client 109. In
one embodiment, this authentication may result in a cookie
139 being set, for example, to maintain session state for the
third-party network site 154. After the cookie 139 is set, the
authentication management service 118 may be configured to
push the cookie 139 to the client 109. Accordingly, the
browser 169 may utilize the cookie 139 to communicate with
the third-party network site 154 in an authenticated state.

The status of any particular user with the organization may
change over time, resulting in updates to the organizational
user data 124. For example, a user may leave the organization
ormay be transterred to another role in the organization. Over
time, it may be decided to provide the user access with addi-
tional or fewer third-party accounts. The authentication man-
agement service 118 may be configured to implement such
account changes based upon changes to the organizational
user data 124 or in response to directives from other systems,
e.g., human resources systems in the authentication manage-
ment computing environment 103.

To illustrate, a particular employee in an enterprise may be
terminated or may no longer have a business need to access
various third-party accounts. The employee may currently
have access to various third-party accounts. In response to the
event, the authentication management service 118 may dis-
able access by the employee to the various third-party
accounts. In doing so, the authentication management service
118 may communicate with the third-party network sites 154
and/or authentication services 148 associated with the third-
party network sites 154 to rotate the security credentials 136
for the third-party accounts, to revoke the security credentials
136 for the third-party accounts, and/or to close the third-
party accounts. The authentication management service 118
may internally reassign one or more of the third-party
accounts to one or more other users in the organization. It is
noted that security of the third-party account may be main-
tained because the third-party account is managed by the
authentication management service 118. The end user may
not even know the security credentials 136 for the third-party
account.
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Further, control for resetting and/or rotating the security
credentials 136 is vested with the authentication management
service 118 and/or the authentication client 172 rather than
the end user. To this end, the authentication management
service 118 and/or the authentication client 172 may ensure
that the user at the client 109 does not have access to security
credential change or reset functions through the third-party
network site 154. For example, the authentication client 172
may be configured, via the corresponding third-party account
rules 130 to block a network page or function of a third-party
network site 154 that enables password changes or resets. In
some cases, the authentication management service 118 and/
or the authentication client 172 may configure a channel of
communication with the third-party network site 154 for cre-
dential resets, where the end user does not have access to the
channel of communication.

Where security credentials 136 are exposed to the user, the
authentication management service 118 may be configured to
periodically monitor with the third-party network site 154 to
verify that the stored security credentials 136 are still valid
and have not been changed by the user. If the authentication
management service 118 detects that the security credentials
136 have been changed with the third-party network site 154,
the authentication management service 118 may raise an
alarm with an administrator, disable access by the user to
organizational resources, or take another action.

In some embodiments, the authentication management ser-
vice 118 may obtain location data or other auditing data from
the third-party network site 154 indicating, for example,
where the client 109 was located when a logon occurred. The
authentication management service 118 may compare this
auditing data with rules for acceptable use, e.g., to ensure that
if a security credential 136 were checked out, that it was used
only in an acceptable location. Upon any discrepancies, the
authentication management service 118 may raise an alarm
with an administrator, disable access by the user to organiza-
tional resources, or take another action.

In certain circumstances, a user may desire access to a
managed third-party account via a client 109 that is not man-
aged by the organization. For example, the user may wish to
access a managed third-party account via a mobile device or
from a personal laptop. For such situations, the authentication
management service 118 may facilitate checkout of security
credentials 136. Temporary security credentials 136 may be
issued for the user, and such credentials may have a specific
lifetime after which they are deactivated. Such deactivation
may correspond to a rotation of the security credentials 136 as
performed by the authentication management service 118.

Various techniques relating to authentication management
are described by U.S. Patent Application entitled “AUTHEN-
TICATION MANAGER?” filed on Aug. 12, 2009, having
application Ser. No. 12/539,886; U.S. Patent Application
entitled “MANAGING SECURITY CREDENTIALS” filed
onJul. 29,2011, having application Ser. No. 13/194,287; U.S.
Patent Application entitled “ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT
FOR MULTIPLE NETWORK SITES” filed on Feb. 1, 2012,
having application Ser. No. 13/363,654; U.S. Patent Applica-
tion entitled “AUTHENTICATION MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES” filed on Feb. 1, 2012, having application Ser. No.
13/363,664; U.S. Patent Application entitled “PRESENT-
ING MANAGED SECURITY CREDENTIALS TO NET-
WORK SITES” filed on Feb. 1, 2012, having application Ser.
No. 13/363,675; U.S. Patent Application entitled “RECOV-
ERY OF MANAGED SECURITY CREDENTIALS” filed
onFeb. 1,2012, having application Ser. No. 13/363,681; U.S.
Patent Application entitled “LOGOUT FROM MULTIPLE
NETWORK SITES” filed on Feb. 1, 2012, having application
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Ser. No. 13/363,685; U.S. Patent Application entitled “MAP-
PING STORED CLIENT DATA TO REQUESTED DATA
USING METADATA” filed on Nov. 16, 2012, having appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/679,254; U.S. Patent Application entitled
“PROXY SERVER-BASED NETWORK SITE ACCOUNT
MANAGEMENT” filed on Mar. 11,2013, having application
Ser. No. 13/792,678; all of which are incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety.

Turning now to FIG. 1B, shown is another example of a
networked environment 1005 according to various embodi-
ments. In comparison to the networked environment 100a
(FIG. 1A), the networked environment 1005 clearly shows
that the network traffic between the clients 109 and the ser-
vice provider computing environment 106 is routed through
the proxy server application 121. The networks 112a and
1125 may correspond to the same network 112 or different
networks 112. In one embodiment, the network 112a corre-
sponds to a network 112 that is external to the organization,
while the network 1125 corresponds to a network 112 that is
internal to the organization.

Because the network traffic between the client 109 and the
service provider computing environment 106 is routed by
way of the proxy server application 121, the organization is
capable of inspecting the network traffic. Accordingly, the
organization is capable of enforcing various rules and/or
restrictions on the use of particular third-party accounts. In
some cases, the network traffic may be inspected by network
equipment capable of reconstructing application-layer data
not involving a proxy server application 121. The rules that
are applied may be uniform across the organization or may be
specific to particular users and/or third-party network sites
154.

The rules for permissible use of a third-party account may
depend on whether the account is classified as for personal
use or organizational use. Such a classification may be user
provided, for example, during an account creation or regis-
tration workflow. When a third-party account is classified as
personal use, the organization may wish to enforce rules that
organization-related data is not to be exchanged between the
client 109 and the service provider computing environment
106. As non-limiting examples, the proxy server application
121 may inspect the network traffic for keywords (e.g., “com-
pany confidential”) or certain types of documents (e.g., com-
puter-assisted drafting (CAD) drawings may be prohibited
from being transferred to personal file sharing accounts). As
another non-limiting example, the proxy server application
121 may inspect the network traffic for geotags that corre-
spond to geographical locations within a workplace. In this
regard, a picture taken within a company workplace may be
geotagged with the workplace location, and a rule may indi-
cate that such a picture may not be shared via a third-party
social networking account. In some scenarios, a rule may
configure the proxy server application 121 to seek predefined
canary data in the network traffic, where the presence of the
canary data indicates improper usage of the third-party
account. The canary data may correspond to data that would
not otherwise be transferred, provided, or accessed under
acceptable use and that is made available for tracing purposes.

Conversely, when an account is classified as for organiza-
tion purposes, the network traffic may be inspected to ensure
that personal-related data is not exchanged. As a non-limiting
example, a rule may specify that purchases in certain pre-
defined item categories are personal use. As another non-
limiting example, a rule may specity that a residence address
of'the user appearing in the network traffic may correspond to
prohibited personal use.
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The proxy server application 121 may be configured to take
various actions in response to determining that rules have not
been complied with. For example, the specific third-party
account may be disabled, transferred to another user, flagged
for manual review, and so on. Alternatively, the organiza-
tional account of the user within the systems of the organiza-
tion may be disabled, transferred to another user, flagged for
manual review, and so on. The actions that are performed may
depend on the specific rules, users, and/or third-party
accounts.

In one embodiment, the rule may pertain to behavior-based
identity verification of the user. For example, the rule(s) may
indicate that certain behavior is inconsistent with the behavior
expected of the user. Behavior expected of the user may be
predefined or may be dynamically determined from past
behavior of the authenticated user with respect to the specific
third-party account or other usage monitored by the organi-
zation. Various techniques relating to behavior-based identity
verification are described in U.S. Patent Application entitled
“BEHAVIOR BASED IDENTITY SYSTEM?” filed on Jul.
23, 2012, having application Ser. No. 13/555,724, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

It is noted that the enforcement of the various rules by way
of'network traffic inspection depends on the availability of the
network traffic for inspection. In networks 1125 under control
of the organization, this may not be a problem. However, if
clients 109 are deployed for home use or mobile use, the users
may choose to log in to third-party accounts without having
the network traffic routed through the proxy server applica-
tion 121.

In such an embodiment, the authentication client 172 may
be configured to restrict access to one or more third-party
accounts if the proxy server application 121 is not used. To
this end, the authentication client 172 may examine browser
169 settings, perform a network probe, or otherwise ascertain
whether the proxy server application 121 is being used or is
being bypassed. Where the proxy server application 121 is
being bypassed, the authentication client 172 may deny
access to one or more third-party managed accounts. The
authentication client 172 may receive directives from the
proxy server application 121 indicating whether the network
traffic is being inspected. The authentication client 172 may
then implement an action in response to the directive, e.g.,
deny or restrict access. In some cases, the authentication
client 172 itself may function as a proxy and perform at least
some of the functions of the proxy server application 121.

Referring next to FIG. 2A, shown is one example of a user
interface 175a rendered by a client 109 (FIG. 1A) in the
networked environment 100a (FIG. 1A) according to various
embodiments. The user interface 175a is rendered by a
browser 169 (FIG. 1A) and an authentication client 172 (FIG.
1A) executed in the client 109. The user interface 175a pre-
sents a network page 203« for a third-party network site 154
(FIG.1A), which in this non-limiting example, is “www.stor-
ageshare.site.” The network page 2034 includes functionality
to log in with an existing account with the third-party network
site 154 and functionality to create a new account with the
third-party network site 154.

In this example, a username field 206 and a password field
209 have been pre-populated for the user to log in to the
third-party network site 154 with an existing account man-
aged by the authentication management service 118 (FIG.
1A). Further, a region 212 is rendered by the authentication
client 172 which indicates that the user is already logged in
with the authentication management service 118 as “SMITH,
JOHN” and that the username field 206 and the password field
209 have been pre-populated based upon a managed user-

10

30

40

45

50

55

12

name 133 (FIG. 1A) and a managed security credential 136
(FIG. 1A). In various embodiments, the region 212 may cor-
respond to an iframe, a pop-up window, a pop-over window,
or other native user interface components in the network page
203. In some embodiments, the region 212 may be generated
and included within the network page 203a by the proxy
server application 121 (FIG. 1A). In some cases, the proxy
server application 121 and/or the authentication client 172
may be configured to modify the network page 203a, for
example, by removing inappropriate content, removing con-
tent relating to payment instruments or account management/
creation, or performing another modification.

In another example, the user may be associated with mul-
tiple existing accounts with the third-party network site 154,
and the user interface 175¢ may include components that
facilitate a selection from among the multiple existing
accounts. In another example, the authentication may be per-
formed behind the scenes by the authentication management
service 118 and/or the authentication client 172. Such an
authentication may be performed using an authentication
endpoint 160 (FIG. 1A) associated with the third-party net-
work site 154 or by filling a form that is not rendered upon the
display 166 (FIG. 1A).

Turning now to FIG. 2B, shown is another example of a
user interface 1755 rendered by a client 109 (FIG. 1A) in the
networked environment 100qa (FIG. 1A) according to various
embodiments. The user interface 1755 is rendered by a
browser 169 (FIG. 1A) and an authentication client 172 (FIG.
1A) executed in the client 109. The user interface 1755 pre-
sents a network page 2035 for a third-party network site 154
(FIG.1A), which in this non-limiting example, is “www.stor-
ageshare.site.” In contrast to the user interface 1754 (FIG.
1A), the user interface 1755 reflects a situation where no
existing account for the third-party network site 154 is man-
aged by the authentication management service 118 (FIG.
1A) on behalf of the authenticated user.

A region 215 is rendered by the authentication client 172
which indicates that no existing account is located for the
particular third-party network site 154. In various embodi-
ments, the region 215 may correspond to an iframe, a pop-up
window, a pop-over window, or other native user interface
components in the network page 203. In some embodiments,
the region 212 may be generated and included within the
network page 2035 by the proxy server application 121 (FIG.
1A).

The region 215 may include a selection component 218
that facilitates selection between personal use or organiza-
tion-related use for the third-party network site 154. Organi-
zations may have varying policies on personal use as com-
pared to organization-related use. For example, in one
organization, an account for personal use may be disallowed.
In another organization, an account for personal use may be
unmanaged by the authentication management service 118.
In still another organization, an account for personal use may
be managed by the authentication management service 118
but with the security credentials 136 (FIG. 1A) being released
to the user so that the user can still access the account after
leaving the organization.

A component 219 may be provided for adding account
information for an existing account with the third-party net-
work site 154. For example, the user may already have an
account with the third-party network site 154, but the account
is not managed by the authentication management service
118. An interface may be rendered for the user to specity a
username, password, and/or other information for the exist-
ing account. Upon submission, the account information may
be stored in the third-party account data 127 (FIG. 1A) for
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management by the authentication management service 118.
Subsequently, the authentication management service 118
may perform credential rotation, automated authentication,
and/or other management functions.

A component 221 may be provided for initiating creation
of a new account with the third-party network site 154. The
user may be prompted to enter various information. Some or
all of the account creation process may be automated by the
authentication management service 118 and/or the authenti-
cation client 172 using account creation rules from the third-
party account rules 130 (FIG. 1A). The account may be cre-
ated by way of form filling or through an account creation
endpoint 157 (FIG. 1A). Usernames 133 (FIG. 1A), security
credentials 136, and/or other account information may be
generated automatically by the authentication management
service 118 and/or the authentication client 172. In one
embodiment, a username 133 may be generated automati-
cally based at least in part on information associated with the
user in the organizational user data 124 (FIG. 1A). For
example, a username of the user with the organization may be
employed for generating the username 133 for the third-party
network site 154.

Referring next to FIG. 3A, shown is a flowchart that pro-
vides one example of the operation of a portion of the authen-
tication client 172 according to various embodiments. It is
understood that the flowchart of FIG. 3A provides merely an
example of the many different types of functional arrange-
ments that may be employed to implement the operation of
the portion of the authentication client 172 as described
herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of FIG. 3A may be
viewed as depicting an example of steps of a method imple-
mented in the client 109 (FIG. 1A) according to one or more
embodiments.

Beginning with box 303, the authentication client 172
authenticates a user with identity systems of the organization.
For example, the user may enter a username and password or
be identified through a biometric approach. As a result, the
client 109 is determined to be authorized to access third-party
accounts associated with the account of the user in the orga-
nization. In one embodiment, the authentication may employ
Kerberos, with a Kerberos ticket being made available to the
authentication client 172 to enable authenticated communi-
cation with the authentication management service 118.

In box 306, the authentication client 172 determines that a
user is accessing a third-party network site 154 (FIG. 1A)
having managed authentication. For example, the third-party
network site 154 may have a domain name that matches a
domain name specified for managed authentication in the
third-party account rules 130 (FIG. 1A). In box 309, the
authentication client 172 determines whether the user has an
existing managed account for the third-party network site
154. For example, the authentication client 172 may query the
authentication management service 118. If the user does have
an existing managed account, the authentication client 172
obtains the account information (e.g., username 133, security
credentials 136, etc.) from the authentication management
service 118 in box 312. In box 315, the authentication client
172 authenticates with the third-party network site 154 using
the obtained account information. Thereafter, the portion of
the authentication client 172 ends.

If, instead, the user does not have an existing managed
account, the authentication client 172 proceeds from box 309
to box 318. In box 318, the authentication client 172 deter-
mines whether the use of the third-party network site 154 is
organization-related. For example, the user may be prompted
to indicate whether the use is personal or work-related. If the
use is not organization-related, the authentication client 172
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moves to box 321 and implements an action responsive to
personal use. For example, the authentication client 172 may
allow the user to manually enter a username and password to
authenticate with the third-party network site 154. Alterna-
tively, the authentication client 172 may block access to the
third-party network site 154. Thereafter, the portion of the
authentication client 172 ends.

If the authentication client 172 instead determines in box
318 that the use is organization-related, the authentication
client 172 continues to box 324. In box 324, the authentica-
tion client 172 determines whether the user has an existing
user-managed account. If the user has an existing user-man-
aged account, the authentication client 172 transitions to box
327 and obtains the existing account information from the
user. In box 330, the authentication client 172 sends the
existing account information to the authentication manage-
ment service 118. The existing account is subsequently man-
aged by the authentication management service 118. In box
333, the authentication client 172 authenticates with the third-
party network site 154 using the account information. There-
after, the portion of the authentication client 172 ends.

If the authentication client 172 instead determines in box
324 that there is no existing user-managed account, the
authentication client 172 continues to box 336. In box 336,
the authentication client 172 creates a managed account for
the user with the third-party network site 154. Alternatively,
the authentication client 172 may request that the authentica-
tion management service 118 perform the account creation.
In box 339, the authentication client 172 authenticates with
the third-party network site 154 using the managed account.
Thereafter, the portion of the authentication client 172 ends.

Continuing to FIG. 3B, shown is a flowchart that provides
one example of the operation of a portion of the authentica-
tion management service 118 according to various embodi-
ments. It is understood that the flowchart of FIG. 3B provides
merely an example of the many different types of functional
arrangements that may be employed to implement the opera-
tion of the portion of the authentication management service
118 as described herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of
FIG. 3B may be viewed as depicting an example of steps of a
method implemented in the authentication management com-
puting environment 103 (FIG. 1A) according to one or more
embodiments.

Beginning with box 342, the authentication management
service 118 authenticates a user in an organization at a client
109 (FIG. 1A). In one example, the user may be a new user
who has recently become associated with the organization. In
box 345, the authentication management service 118 deter-
mines whether a user is to be provided with managed access
to athird-party network site 154 (FIG. 1A). For example, such
a determination may be based upon the role of the user in the
organization and/or other data in the organizational user data
124 (FIG. 1A). In box 348, the authentication management
service 118 determines whether an account is to be created for
the user. In one example, the account may be created if the
organization is willing to pay the third-party network site 154
for access by the user. If an account is to be created, the
authentication management service 118 initiates account cre-
ation with the third-party network site 154 in box 351. The
authentication management service 118 then continues to box
354.

If the authentication management service 118 instead
determines that an account is not to be created, the authenti-
cation management service 118 continues from box 348 to
box 357. In box 357, the authentication management service
118 determines whether an existing account is to be managed.
If an existing account is not to be managed, the authentication
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management service 118 moves to box 360 and allows the
user to access the third-party network site 154 in an unman-
aged manner, or denies the user access to the third-party
network site 154. Thereafter, the portion of the authentication
management service 118 ends. If an existing account is to be
managed, the authentication management service 118 moves
from box 357 to box 363 and obtains existing account infor-
mation from the user.

In box 354, the authentication management service 118
stores the account information (e.g., username 133 (FIG. 1A),
security credentials 136 (FIG. 1A), etc.) for the managed
account, which has either been obtained by the user or gen-
erated automatically during account creation. In box 366, the
authentication management service 118 obtains a request
from the authenticated user to access the managed account for
the third-party network site 154. In box 369, the authentica-
tion management service 118 configures the client 109 asso-
ciated with the user to authenticate with the third-party net-
work site 154 using the stored account information. In various
embodiments, the security credentials 136 may be made inac-
cessible to the user via the client 109. In other embodiments,
the user may be able to check out the security credentials 136
or temporary security credentials 136, e.g., for manual use
with a different client 109 during a specific time period. In
either case, access by the user to the security credentials 136
may be restricted. In one embodiment, the security credential
136 may correspond to a cookie 139 (FIG. 1A), and the client
109 may be configured to present the cookie 139 to the third-
party network site 154.

In box 372, the authentication management service 118
determines whether data associated with the user in the orga-
nizational user data 124 has been updated. For example, the
user may be moved to a different role, given authorization to
have an additional third-party account, withdrawn authoriza-
tion to have an existing third-party account, the user may have
left the organization, and so on. If the data has been updated,
the authentication management service 118 moves to box 375
and implements an action responsive to the user update. For
example, an account may be disabled, transferred to another
user, and so on. The authentication management service 118
continues to box 378.

If the data associated with the user has not been updated,
the authentication management service 118 transitions from
box 372 to box 378. In box 378, the authentication manage-
ment service 118 determines whether the security credentials
136 for the managed account are to be rotated. If so, the
authentication management service 118 implements a cre-
dential rotation in box 381. In so doing, the authentication
management service 118 may generate a replacement secu-
rity credential 136 for the managed account, establish the
replacement security credential 136 with the third-party net-
work site 154, and then update the stored security credential
136 in the data store 115 (FIG. 1A) with the replacement
security credential 136. Thereafter, the portion of the authen-
tication management service 118 ends.

Turning to FIG. 4A, shown is a flowchart that provides one
example of the operation of a portion of the proxy server
application 121 according to various embodiments. It is
understood that the flowchart of FIG. 4A provides merely an
example of the many different types of functional arrange-
ments that may be employed to implement the operation of
the portion of the proxy server application 121 as described
herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of FIG. 4A may be
viewed as depicting an example of steps of a method imple-
mented in the authentication management computing envi-
ronment 103 (FIG. 1B) according to one or more embodi-
ments. Itis noted that in some embodiments, some or all of the
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network traffic inspection functionality of the proxy server
application 121 as described below may be implemented in
the client 109 (FIG. 1B). In one embodiment, the client 109
may be configured to cache network traffic inspection infor-
mation and then later verify compliance with traffic inspec-
tion rules via communication with a service in the authenti-
cation management computing environment 103.

Beginning with box 403, the proxy server application 121
obtains network traffic between the client 109 (FIG. 1B) and
the service provider computing environment 106 (FIG. 1B)
for inspection. In box 406, the proxy server application 121
determines whether the network traffic corresponds to traffic
between the client 109 and a third-party network site 154
(FIG. 1B) under management. For example, the network traf-
fic may represent traffic related to a third-party account man-
aged by the authentication management service 118 (FIG.
1B). Alternatively, the network traffic may represent traffic
not related to a third-party account or related to a third-party
account that is not currently managed but is required by the
organization to be managed. In box 409, the proxy server
application 121 obtains traffic inspection rules associated
with the third-party network site 154 under management, the
third-party account, and/or a corresponding user from the
third-party account rules 130 (FIG. 1B).

In box 412, the proxy server application 121 determines
whether the usage represented in network traffic complies
with the rules. If the usage does not comply with the rules, the
proxy server application 121 moves to box 415 and imple-
ments an action (e.g., disabling the third-party account, dis-
abling the organizational account of the user, logging content
of the network traffic for further review, terminating employ-
ment of the user, etc.). Thereafter, the portion of the proxy
server application 121 ends. Otherwise, if the usage does
comply, in box 418, the proxy server application 121 may
optionally implement an action when the network traffic does
comply with the rules. Such an action may involve modifying
the content of the network traffic, inserting certain data values
within the content, and so on. Thereafter, the portion of the
proxy server application 121 ends.

Moving next to FIG. 4B, shown is a flowchart that provides
one example of the operation of a portion of the authentica-
tion client 172 according to various embodiments. It is under-
stood that the flowchart of FIG. 4B provides merely an
example of the many different types of functional arrange-
ments that may be employed to implement the operation of
the portion of the authentication client 172 as described
herein. As an alternative, the flowchart of FIG. 4B may be
viewed as depicting an example of steps of a method imple-
mented in the client 109 (FIG. 1A) according to one or more
embodiments. In the scenario of FIG. 4B, the security cre-
dentials 136 (FIG. 1A) may be exposed to the client 109, and
the authentication client 172 may determine whether to allow
access to the third-party account using the exposed security
credentials 136. In other scenarios, the security credentials
136 may be shielded from the client 109 and authentication
may be handled by the proxy server application 121 (FIG.
1A).

Beginning with box 418, the authentication client 172
receives a request to access a network resource (e.g., a net-
work page or other file) under management by the organiza-
tion (e.g., where use of a managed account is enforced). In
box 421, the authentication client 172 determines whether the
resulting network traffic would be or is routed by the proxy
server application 121 when the client 109 is coupled to an
external network 112 (FIG. 1A). In some cases, the authen-
tication client 172 may receive a directive from the authenti-
cation management computing environment 103 (FIG. 1A)
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indicating whether the network traffic is capable of being
inspected, and this may substitute for a determination of
whether a proxy server application 121 is being employed.

If the traffic is routed by the proxy server application 121,
the authentication client 172 moves to box 424 and permits
access to the managed account for the third-party network site
154 (FIG. 1A). Thereafter, the portion of the authentication
client 172 ends. Otherwise, if the traffic is not routed via the
proxy server application 121, the authentication client 172
moves to box 427 and denies access by the client 109 to the
managed account. Thereafter, the portion of the authentica-
tion client 172 ends.

With reference to FIG. 5, shown is a schematic block
diagram of the authentication management computing envi-
ronment 103 according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. The authentication management computing envi-
ronment 103 includes one or more computing devices 500.
Each computing device 500 includes at least one processor
circuit, for example, having a processor 503 and a memory
506, both of which are coupled to alocal interface 509. To this
end, each computing device 500 may comprise, for example,
atleast one server computer or like device. The local interface
509 may comprise, for example, a data bus with an accom-
panying address/control bus or other bus structure as can be
appreciated.

Stored in the memory 506 are both data and several com-
ponents that are executable by the processor 503. In particu-
lar, stored in the memory 506 and executable by the processor
503 may be the authentication management service 118, the
proxy server application 121, and potentially other applica-
tions. Also stored in the memory 506 may be a data store 115
and other data. In addition, an operating system may be stored
in the memory 506 and executable by the processor 503.

Itis understood that there may be other applications that are
stored in the memory 506 and are executable by the processor
503 as can be appreciated. Where any component discussed
herein is implemented in the form of software, any one of a
number of programming languages may be employed such
as, for example, C, C++, C#, Objective C, Java®, JavaS-
cript®, Perl, PHP, Visual Basic®, Python®, Ruby, Flash®, or
other programming languages.

A number of software components are stored in the
memory 506 and are executable by the processor 503. In this
respect, the term “executable” means a program file that is in
a form that can ultimately be run by the processor 503.
Examples of executable programs may be, for example, a
compiled program that can be translated into machine code in
aformatthat can be loaded into a random access portion of the
memory 506 and run by the processor 503, source code that
may be expressed in proper format such as object code that is
capable of being loaded into a random access portion of the
memory 506 and executed by the processor 503, or source
code that may be interpreted by another executable program
to generate instructions in a random access portion of the
memory 506 to be executed by the processor 503, etc. An
executable program may be stored in any portion or compo-
nent of the memory 506 including, for example, random
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), hard
drive, solid-state drive, USB flash drive, memory card, optical
disc such as compact disc (CD) or digital versatile disc
(DVD), floppy disk, magnetic tape, or other memory compo-
nents.

The memory 506 is defined herein as including both vola-
tile and nonvolatile memory and data storage components.
Volatile components are those that do not retain data values
upon loss of power. Nonvolatile components are those that
retain data upon a loss of power. Thus, the memory 506 may
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comprise, for example, random access memory (RAM), read-
only memory (ROM), hard disk drives, solid-state drives,
USB flash drives, memory cards accessed via a memory card
reader, floppy disks accessed via an associated floppy disk
drive, optical discs accessed via an optical disc drive, mag-
netic tapes accessed via an appropriate tape drive, and/or
other memory components, or a combination of any two or
more of these memory components. In addition, the RAM
may comprise, for example, static random access memory
(SRAM), dynamic random access memory (DRAM), or mag-
netic random access memory (MRAM) and other such
devices. The ROM may comprise, for example, a program-
mable read-only memory (PROM), an erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EPROM), an electrically erasable
programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), or other like
memory device.

Also, the processor 503 may represent multiple processors
503 and/or multiple processor cores and the memory 506 may
represent multiple memories 506 that operate in parallel pro-
cessing circuits, respectively. In such a case, the local inter-
face 509 may be an appropriate network that facilitates com-
munication between any two of the multiple processors 503,
between any processor 503 and any of the memories 506, or
between any two ofthe memories 506, etc. The local interface
509 may comprise additional systems designed to coordinate
this communication, including, for example, performing load
balancing. The processor 503 may be of electrical or of some
other available construction.

Although the authentication management service 118, the
proxy server application 121, the authentication client 172
(FIG.1A), and other various systems described herein may be
embodied in software or code executed by general purpose
hardware as discussed above, as an alternative the same may
also be embodied in dedicated hardware or a combination of
software/general purpose hardware and dedicated hardware.
If embodied in dedicated hardware, each can be implemented
as a circuit or state machine that employs any one of or a
combination of a number of technologies. These technologies
may include, but are not limited to, discrete logic circuits
having logic gates for implementing various logic functions
upon an application of one or more data signals, application
specific integrated circuits (ASICs) having appropriate logic
gates, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), or other
components, etc. Such technologies are generally well known
by those skilled in the art and, consequently, are not described
in detail herein.

The flowcharts of FIGS. 3A-4B show the functionality and
operation of an implementation of portions of the authentica-
tion client 172, the proxy server application 121, and the
authentication management service 118. If embodied in soft-
ware, each block may represent a module, segment, or portion
of'code that comprises program instructions to implement the
specified logical function(s). The program instructions may
be embodied in the form of source code that comprises
human-readable statements written in a programming lan-
guage or machine code that comprises numerical instructions
recognizable by a suitable execution system such as a proces-
sor 503 in a computer system or other system. The machine
code may be converted from the source code, etc. If embodied
in hardware, each block may represent a circuit or a number
of interconnected circuits to implement the specified logical
function(s).

Although the flowcharts of FIGS. 3A-4B show a specific
order of execution, it is understood that the order of execution
may differ from that which is depicted. For example, the order
of'execution of two or more blocks may be scrambled relative
to the order shown. Also, two or more blocks shown in suc-
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cession in FIGS. 3A-4B may be executed concurrently or
with partial concurrence. Further, in some embodiments, one
or more of the blocks shown in FIGS. 3A-4B may be skipped
or omitted. In addition, any number of counters, state vari-
ables, warning semaphores, or messages might be added to
the logical flow described herein, for purposes of enhanced
utility, accounting, performance measurement, or providing
troubleshooting aids, etc. It is understood that all such varia-
tions are within the scope of the present disclosure.

Also, any logic or application described herein, including
the authentication management service 118, the proxy server
application 121, and the authentication client 172, that com-
prises software or code can be embodied in any non-transitory
computer-readable medium for use by or in connection with
an instruction execution system such as, for example, a pro-
cessor 503 in a computer system or other system. In this
sense, the logic may comprise, for example, statements
including instructions and declarations that can be fetched
from the computer-readable medium and executed by the
instruction execution system. In the context of the present
disclosure, a “computer-readable medium” can be any
medium that can contain, store, or maintain the logic or appli-
cation described herein for use by or in connection with the
instruction execution system.

The computer-readable medium can comprise any one of
many physical media such as, for example, magnetic, optical,
or semiconductor media. More specific examples of a suitable
computer-readable medium would include, but are not lim-
ited to, magnetic tapes, magnetic floppy diskettes, magnetic
hard drives, memory cards, solid-state drives, USB flash
drives, or optical discs. Also, the computer-readable medium
may be a random access memory (RAM) including, for
example, static random access memory (SRAM) and
dynamic random access memory (DRAM), or magnetic ran-
dom access memory (MRAM). In addition, the computer-
readable medium may be a read-only memory (ROM), a
programmable read-only memory (PROM), an erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory (EPROM), an electrically
erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), or
other type of memory device.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure are merely possible examples
of implementations set forth for a clear understanding of the
principles of the disclosure. Many variations and modifica-
tions may be made to the above-described embodiment(s)
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and protected by the following claims.

Therefore, the following is claimed:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable medium embody-
ing a program executable in at least one computing device,
comprising:

code that manages a plurality of third-party network site

accounts for a plurality of users in an organization;
code that determines that one of the plurality of users has
requested access to a third-party network site;

code that determines whether one of the plurality of third-

party network site accounts is available for use by the
one of the plurality of users for accessing the third-party
network site;

code that configures a client associated with the one of the

plurality of users to access the third-party network site
using the one of the plurality of third-party network site
accounts in response to determining that the one of the
plurality of third-party network site accounts is available
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for use by the one of the plurality of users for accessing
the third-party network site;
code that determines whether the one of the plurality of
users has an existing user-maintained account with the
third-party network site;
code initiates creation of a new third-party account with the
third-party network site in response to determining that
none ofthe plurality of third-party network site accounts
is available for use by the one of the plurality of users for
accessing the third-party network site and in response to
determining that the one ofthe plurality of users does not
have the existing user-maintained account with the
third-party network site; and
code that generates a user interface configured to receive a
security credential for the existing user-maintained
account from the one of the plurality of'users in response
to determining that determining that none of the plural-
ity of third-party network site accounts is available for
use by the one of the plurality of users for accessing the
third-party network site and in response to determining
that the one of the plurality of users has the existing
user-maintained account with the third-party network
site.
2. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, wherein security credentials associated with the plurality of
third-party network site accounts are inaccessible by the plu-
rality of users.
3. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, further comprising code that periodically rotates at least
one security credential for the plurality of third-party network
site accounts.
4. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
1, further comprising:
code that determines that the one of the plurality of users
has left the organization; and
code that disables at least one of the plurality of third-party
network site accounts associated with the one of the
plurality of users in response to determining that the one
of the plurality of users has left the organization.
5. A system, comprising:
at least one computing device; and
at least one application executable in the at least one com-
puting device, the at least one application comprising:
logic that determines whether a user in an organization is
to be provided with managed access to a third-party
network site;
logic that manages a first account for the user with the
third-party network site in response to determining
that the user is to be provided with managed access to
the third-party network site;
logic that stores a security credential for the managed
first account;
logic that configures a client computing device associ-
ated with the user to authenticate with the third-party
network site using the security credential, wherein
access by the user to the security credential is
restricted; and
logic that disables access by the user to the third-party
network site via a second account that is not managed
by the logic that manages the first account, wherein, in
response to the access via the second account being
disabled, the user is required to use the first account
instead of the second account to access the third-party
network site.
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6. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one applica-
tion further comprises logic that verifies that the security
credential for the managed first account has not been changed
by the user.

7. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one applica-
tion further comprises:

logic that receives auditing data for the managed first

account from the third-party network site; and

logic that determines whether use of the managed first

account recorded in the auditing data complies with a
rule for acceptable use of the managed first account.

8. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one applica-
tion further comprises:

logic that generates a replacement security credential for

the managed first account;

logic that establishes the replacement security credential

for the managed first account with the third-party net-
work site; and

logic that updates the stored security credential with the

replacement security credential.
9. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one applica-
tion further comprises:
logic that determines that the user is no longer to be pro-
vided with access to the managed first account; and

logic that disables access to the managed first account by
the user in response to determining that the user is no
longer to be provided with access to the managed first
account.
10. The system of claim 9, wherein the at least one appli-
cation further comprises logic that enables access to the man-
aged first account for another user in the organization after
disabling access to the managed first account by the user.
11. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one appli-
cation further comprises:
logic that determines whether the organization will pay the
third-party network site for access by the user; and

wherein the logic that manages the first account for the user
is configured to create the managed first account for the
user in response to determining that the organization
will pay the third-party network site for access by the
user.
12. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one appli-
cation further comprises logic that configures the managed
first account to employ a managed channel of communication
for security credential reset requests through the third-party
network site, the managed channel of communication being
inaccessible by the user.
13. The system of claim 5, wherein the logic that manages
the account for the user is configured to create the managed
first account for the user in response to the user accessing the
third-party network site via the client.
14. The system of claim 5, wherein the logic that stores the
security credential is configured to associate the security cre-
dential with a user identity of the user for the organization.
15. A method, comprising:
authenticating, via at least one of one or more first com-
puting devices, an identity of a user in an organization;

receiving, via at least one of the one or more first comput-
ing devices, security credentials for one of a plurality of
third-party accounts from a second computing device in
response to authenticating the identity of the user,
wherein the security credentials for the plurality of third-
party accounts are managed by the organization on
behalf of the user;

determining, via at least one of the one or more first com-

puting devices, that the user has requested access to a
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third-party network site associated with the one of the
plurality of third-party accounts;

authenticating, via at least one of the one or more first
computing devices, with the third-party network site
using the security credential for the one of the plurality
of third-party accounts;

causing, via at least one of the one or more first computing
devices, a user interface to be rendered based at least in
part on data received from the third-party network site
after authentication with the third-party network site;
and

disabling, via at least one of the one or more computing
devices, access by the user to the third-party network site
via an account that is not managed by the organization,
wherein, in response to the access via the account that is
not managed by the organization being disabled, the user
is required to use the one of the plurality of third-party
accounts instead of the account that is not managed by
the organization to access the third-party network site.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the security creden-

tials are inaccessible to the user via the first computing device.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

determining, via at least one of the one or more first com-
puting devices, that the user has requested access to
another third-party network site;

determining, via at least one of the one or more first com-
puting devices, that the other third-party network site is
unassociated with the plurality of third-party accounts;
and

initiating creation, via at least one of the one or more first
computing devices, of an account with the other third-
party network site for the user in response to determining
that the other third-party network site is unassociated
with the plurality of third-party accounts.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

rendering, via at least one of the one or more first comput-
ing devices, a user interface that displays a message that
prompts the user to confirm that usage of the other third-
party network site is related to the organization;

receiving, via at least one of the one or more first comput-
ing devices, a user confirmation via the user interface
that usage of the other third-party network site is related
to the organization; and

initiating, via at least one of the one or more first computing
devices, a creation of the account with the other third-
party network site in response to receiving the user con-
firmation that the usage of the other third-party network
site is related to the organization.

19. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

determining, via at least one of the one or more first com-
puting devices, that the user has requested access to
another third-party network site;

receiving, via at least one of the one or more first comput-
ing devices, a security credential for a user-managed
third-party account with the other third-party network
site from the user;

sending, via at least one of the one or more first computing
devices, the security credential for the user-managed
third-party account to the second computing device; and

importing, via at least one of the one or more first comput-
ing devices, the user-managed third-party account to
become managed by the organization on behalf of the
user, wherein the organization subsequently controls
access to the security credential of the user-managed
third-party account that has become managed.
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20. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 1, further comprising code that changes the security
credential for the existing user-maintained account to a dif-
ferent security credential.

#* #* #* #* #*
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